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UNA-Canada has combined its successful empathy-based learning approach with a business 

school case competition to create The New Diplomacy of Natural Resources forum. The New 

Diplomacy convenes the best and brightest scholars and young professionals with leaders from 

the private sector, NGOs, aboriginal peoples and government. Our aim is to engage in a multi-

sectoral stakeholder simulation to tackle some of the most pressing issues in responsible 

resource development. 
 

Resolution of the 2017 New Diplomacy of Natural Resources 11th Forum in Edmonton. 

Unanimously adopted 

Topic: “Pipelines and  Market Access for Canadian Energy Products”   

Sponsors: Government of Canada, Provincial Governments of Canada, Industry, Environmental 

Non-Governmental Organizations (ENGOs), Indigenous Peoples  

 

Considering that additional access to foreign markets for energy exports will enable Canadians 

to gain greater value for their energy products,  

Taking into account Canada’s adoption of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 

Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) that Indigenous Peoples “are to freely determine their political 

status and freely pursue their economic, social, and cultural development”,  

Recognizing the need to honour Canada’s commitments to limit greenhouse gas emissions and 

the importance of protecting our land, air, and water from the impacts of the production and 

transportation of energy products over the full life-cycle of these projects,  

Acknowledging the need for cooperation between governments and the inclusion of the expertise 

of Indigenous Peoples, industry, ENGOs, and others, hereafter referred to as “stakeholders”,  

Recognizing that Indigenous Peoples are partners, separate from stakeholders,  

Bearing in mind that resource development is a necessary component for economic growth and 

the leading role that industry plays in the development of sustainable practices,  
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We, The New Diplomats of Natural Resources, 

1. Strongly suggest that governments work with “stakeholders” and impacted landowners, 

to create transportation corridors to tidewater for the transmission of all energy products 

(including oil, natural gas, electricity, etc.) in ways that will pursue shared benefits and 

minimize adverse impacts on indigenous communities, titleholders, and on the 

environment;  

2. Affirm the need for a consultation process to be established for the full life-cycle of 

projects that includes participation of all impacted “stakeholders”;  

3. Recommend a joint committee with representation from the “stakeholders” on the 

transition to cleaner energy with a mandate to establish a timeline for implementation of 

proven technologies;  

4. Encourage governments to develop policies that will incentivize innovative, 

environmental, safety, and engagement practices around pipeline projects;  

5. Urge the inclusion of traditional ecological knowledge throughout the lifecycle of 

projects. 
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